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Drug abuse

Saving a lost generation
The problem with drug rehabilitation efforts is that they’re too short-sighted, says Ravinia Jean, a chairperson of Parents With Hope.
By JR

A

s the world rallies
against drug abuse
and illicit trafficking
today, the members who make
up Parents With Hope are
despondent about their children’s long-term prospects.
“We have twenty mothers as
part of the group, but we are
all feeling down because we
don’t see any change,” says
Ravinia Jean, its chairperson. Her main contention is
that while there are considerable efforts to rehabilitate
addicts, including the volunteer programme at Coëtivy,
the Wellness Centre at Anse

Many heroin addicts relapse after undergoing treatment.

Royale and the Detox Centre
at North East Point, there is a
major problem with follow-up
support. And as a result, most
addicts relapse.
Mrs Jean has suffered more
than her fair share of heartache from the heroin epidemic. Three years ago she buried
her son, who passed away at
the age of 35 from heroinrelated health complications.
Then, last year, she watched
her younger son being sent
away to prison for nine years
after committing theft to fund
his habit. Both had followed
various programmes both locally and abroad to kick their

addictions, but always relapsed.
And she has seen the same
thing happen time and time
again. Just two months ago,
she says, some parents banded
together to pay for alternative ozone therapy and sauna
sessions for one female and
four male addicts. They were
booked for five sessions, at a
cost of SCR 3,500 each, but
most dropped out. “They lie
on a bed, sweating, and most
of them say it hurts. Especially because of the withdrawal
symptoms. It’s going cold-turkey”, she says.
Continued on page 2

Economy

FTC wants to better
protect consumers
Strategic Plan establishes priorities for next three years.

From left to right: Sothi Rachagan of the Malaysia Competition Commission,
UNCTAD’s Hassan Qaqaya and the CEO of the FTC, Georges Tirant.

T

he Fair Trading Commission
(FTC) presented its Strategic
Plan 2014-2016 to the Minister
of Finance, Pierre Laporte on Tuesday. The 37-page document establishes
the commission’s priorities for the next
three years, including a reorientation
of its mandate and vision, according to
its CEO, Georges Tirant. The plan contains a list of seven objectives, which
Mr. Tirant hopes will be reflected in “its

day-to-day activities”. The FTC wants to
“reduce the length of time and cost in
indentifying and intervening to address
deceptive or unfair practices that affect
consumers” and “improve public knowledge on business practices that can cause
harm […]”. This is all the more important considering that Seychelles, is, in the
words of Mr. Tirant, a “consumer driven
economy”.
Continued on page 3
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Restorative Justice

Forgiving a convicted murderer
(Part 4 and Final)
Members of a family met with the man who killed their cousin 21 years ago. The convicted murderer sought forgiveness. The encounter brought peace and closure to the family.
By Luciana Lagrenade
(Continued…) I was curious to
know why members of his family, knowing he had committed a
violent crime, did not advise him
to turn himself in; especially since
one aunty who at the time, was a
police officer, was supposedly
upholding the law of the country and serving without favour.
I wanted to know how and why
a Probation Officer at the time
could have been so ill-informed
as to speak on behalf of a family,
without the family’s knowledge or
permission.
Father Bryan explained something that I have always said but
which has always resulted in me
being looked at as though I was
from another galaxy.
Our beautiful country is divided into different family strata.
One stratum loves their children
unconditionally but such unconditional love does not condone
wrongdoings. In this stratum ,
families are law-abiding and will
ensure justice is done even if this
means turning their children in to
the police.
Another stratum is one where
love is mistaken for protection,
protection against admitting a
wrong. Family members may
know who amongst them have
committed a crime but no one
would come forward. Their idea

of helping the family member is
to keep quiet, even to the point
of somebody else shouldering the
blame. Or, for that matter, going
to prison.
A third stratum is where the concept of right and wrong is not clear
or, possibly , even non-existent.
In some instances , they are even
changed, depending on the circumstances. Children grow up without
boundaries, are never taught how
to right a wrong, and never know
how to do so when there is a need
for it. Numerous break-ups in families, friendships and relationships
are testimony to this.
There is also the issue of people
thinking that occupying a position in the Custodial Service imposes on him or her the right to
speak on behalf of everyone, all
the time, whatever the circumstances.
Whilst apologising for wrongs
committed seems a major stumbling block for our country with most people in our society
thinking righting a wrong and
apologising are about saying
sorry - Saturday April 26 , at the
Montagne Posée prison , with my
cousin’s murderer turned out to
be one awesome example of coming to grips with past wrongs and
taking the path to reconciliation
and forgiveness. It convinced me
and reinforced my belief that “I
am sorry” is not an apology. It is

only a set of three words that have
the power to translate into an
apology. This power is effective
only when or if there is sincerity and commitment to a change
in the unacceptable behaviour.
It convinced me that apologising is about allowing grievances
and hurts to be aired, listened to,
heard, and understood and steps
taken to prevent their reoccurrence. Apologising is about saying
sorry, and meaning it. It is certainly not about lip-service and
hiding behind fake smiles and
conversations or uttering “the
right words”.
It is one of the reasons that Saturday April 26 will remain one of
the most unforgettable moments
of my life. My cousins and I got to
meet a real-time convicted murderer, face-to-face and got to feel
his determination, to feel his remorse and to hear him apologise;
the meeting also allowed us to inform Mr X, that before her death
, Berthe had forgiven him for killing her son and for the pain he
had inflicted on her and our family for a total of 21 years. We got
the opportunity to grant Berthe
her final wish - us, the family, forgiving Mr X for the same. I got to
join my cousins to inform Mr X
that should he ever be pardoned ,
and he needs help to find his way
into the Seychelles he left behind
21 years ago, but which has since

moved on at an incredible pace,
we will help him if we can. We
got to learn about the Restorative
Justice programme that brings
confuse , angry, grieving , bitter members of a victim’s family
face-to-face with the person who
destroyed their lives through, as
in our case, the senseless killing
of our family member... And that
subsequently empowers people
like Mr X with the determination to move forward and become a better person. As Inese so
rightly said at the end to sum up
our meeting: we spent 21years in
pain and grieving for our brother,
the victim of a cold-blooded murder... But, listening to Mr X this
afternoon we realised that he too
at 18 was a victim... A victim of
his own background and circumstances... Over which he had no
control.
We were also quite amazed by
Mr X’s determination to commit to his own personal spiritual development and to grab
the first opportunity to join the
Restorative Justice programme.
However, we were saddened that
his attempts to seek forgiveness
earlier were thwarted by people
who took it upon themselves
to speak on behalf of the family
without any authorisation from
us. We were equally saddened
by an amazing twist of fate...
Although Man’s justice was pronounced 21 years ago, Berthe
spent a lot of time praying for an
opportunity to confront her own
sense of justice and forgiveness,
but died, never knowing that in
the convicted murderer’s cell, at
Montagne Posée, the convicted
murderer’s repentant heart and
pair of hands were trying to reach
her... But would never manage to
do so in time.
It was an afternoon that has
turned me into an advocate of the
Restorative Justice programme ,
a concept I had never heard of
until Father Bryan explained it
to me during the ride up to the
prison but which the family especially Michel’s mother had been
advocating in her and our own
ways, and without really knowing , it actually has a name!
At 5.15pm, following the emotional , mental and psychological gymnastics of the afternoon’s
events, I still had to make that extra effort to go cheer my 19 yearold daughter , as she performed
her dance routine for float No. 57
in the 4th edition of the Carnaval
International de Victoria (I made
it just in time !). The irony of the
situation did not escape me: in
1993, an 18 year-old committed
a murder and was sentenced to
life imprisonment, hence losing
out on the positive opportunities
available to youth his age.
Time shift. It’s 2014 and my 19
year-old daughter, dancing her
heart out and having fun in the
Carnaval - her own life as well
as opportunities available to her,
stretched out before her (with
her dad and me on the sidelines,
hoping and praying she is spared
tragedies like Mr X’s and Michel’s
and that she remains forever on
the right track!)
On behalf of the victim’s family
and in support of the Seychelles
Prison’s Restorative Justice Programme (30th April 2014 )
The End.

Letter to the Editor
Disclaimer

The views and comments expressed are those of the writer and not necessarily those
of this newspaper

A Dichotomy for
All Creatures
Great and Small

Dear editor
Having previously been a volunteer at the SSPCA (Seychelles Society
for the Protection from Cruelty to Animals) and the RSPCA Veterinary
Hospital at Newcastle in Australia, I feel qualified and wish to raise the
following points.
First and foremost is the need for a proper animal protection law with
appropriate severe penalties. This must be accompanied by effective
policing and prosecution and is necessary for the extremes of cruelty I
have witnessed to many animals in Seychelles, particularly to companion animals.
Secondly is the need to cease the ad-hoc poisoning of animals at
various public locations around the islands. This, contrary to the stated
“gentle and humane manner” is generally barbaric and dangerous. It is
practiced this way due to a lack of mobilized and trained animal control
staff in either Government Veterinary Service or SSPCA. Such staff is
needed to catch and transport animals to a holding area for assessment
and possible re-homing.
Micro-chipping all pets instead of licensing them would be a very
good idea in trying to keep up with animals straying from their homes.
Companion animal breeders should be registered and pay a fee for a
license. An inspection by the health authority should take place before
the license is given to the breeder and an annual inspection should take
place as with every other business.
I would also like answers to the some of my questions.
1. Does SSPCA have the right to allocate part of its land to Laxmanbhai? It was my understanding that SSPCA had already raised most of
the money needed to construct the proposed 60-kennel shelter.
2. The SSPCA was allocated this land around 10 years ago and has
done nothing to this day with it. Early this year they were given three
months to start something and were told that they should consider sharing the land with SPHS. Are these kennels intended for keeping strays
until they can be re-homed?
3. Why cannot the land allocated by the Government be shared
equally by the SSPCA and the Seychelles Pet Haven Society (SPHS)?
As the SPHS members are the only people at this stage able to catch
and transport stray cats and dogs should they not receive compensation
for doing so?
Finally I would like to raise the issue of the neutering programme carried out over the years by the SSPCA. This, to my knowledge, was partly
funded by the Government. When SSPCA used to hold clinics at various
locations the cost initially was SCR 100. Later this was raised to SCR
150. Now the operations are only carried out at Union Vale and cost SCR
200. Private vets are charging SCR600 to 800. This will put the procedure out of reach for a lot of pet owners. It is also making it very difficult
for the people caring for abandoned animals. It is their policy to neuter
all rescued animals. The animals rescued by SPHS should be given a
special rate and a priority for neutering. This is because they will kept by
the SPHS until they are re-homed, and not be euthanized.
The SPHS is a centre for adoption of animals. Those who do not get
adopted will have a ‘Forever Home’ where they will be trained and used
in various fields of society, like ‘Animal Friendliness Clubs’ at schools,
with handicapped children and in homes for the elderly as well as in
tracking and various other jobs that dogs perform very well. It will also
be a centre where children of all age groups can experience ‘Hands on
Pets’ so that they can be better educated about the responsibilities of
having a pet.
Graham Manley
Brisbane, Australia.

FTC wants to better
protect consumers
Continued from page 2

On the subject of competitiveness, the document states that
the commission will seek to “reduce the length of time and cost
in indentifying and intervening
in anticompetitive mergers and
practices that harm consumers”.
Minister Laporte described the
strategic plan as “an important
milestone for the FTC”, an institution which has “surpassed
expectations”.
Created in January 2010 as
part of the first round of reforms
imposed by the International
Monetary Fund, the statutory
body is “mandated under law to
enforce the Consumer Protection
Act and the Fair Competition
Act with the aim of safeguard-

ing the interests of consumers
as well as promoting and maintaining effective competition in
the economy”.
According to Hassan Qaqaya,
the head of the competition and
consumer policies at the United
Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD),
who acted as a consultant on
the plan, a peer review of the
FTC will be presented at the UN
in July, which should help Seychelles in “the accession process
to the World Trade Organization”. Mr. Qaqaya described the
FTC as a model for similar institutions elsewhere and is part of
the “overall government reforms
to strengthen the competitiveness of the Seychelles economy”.

